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SUBJECT: AAA NEWS RELEASE RE TOURIST SAFETY 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION THERE IS TRANSMITTED BELOW TEXT OF 
AAA NEWS RELEASE. DEPARTMENT'S COMMENTS FOLLOW IN SEPTEL. 

QUOTE: MEXICO, AAA AGREE ON PLAN OF ACTION TO INCREASE 
TOURIST SAFETY, COMFORT 
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WASHINGTON, D.C., FEB. 17-MEXICO'S PRESIDENT JOSE 
LOPEZ PORTILLO HAS AGREED WITH THE AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE 
ASSOCIATION ON A SUBSTANTIVE, WIDE-RANGING PROGRAM TO 
IMPROVE SIGNIFICANTLY THE SAFETY AND COMFORT OF AMERICANS 
TRAVELING IN MEXICO. 

IN A BLAIR HOUSE MEETING LAST NIGHT WITH AAA PRESIDENT 
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J. B. CREAL, THE MEXICAN PRESIDENT COMMITTED HIS ADMINIS 
TRATION, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE 31 MEXICAN STATES AND THE 
FEDERAL DISTRICT, TO PUTTING INTO EFFECT "WITHIN TWO WEEKS" 
CERTAIN AAA RECOMMENDATIONS, SOME OF WHICH WERE SIMULTANE- 
OUSLY PROPOSED BY MEXICO'S TOURISM MINISTRY, ALONG WITH 
OTHER MEASURES. 

LOPEZ PORTILLO ACCEPTED CREAL'S PLAN OF ACTION TO: 

- ESTABLISH A HIGH-LEVEL ADMINISTRATION OFFICE TO 
OFFER A COMPLETE TOURIST AID SYSTEM. 

INSTALL A HOTLINE LOCAL AND LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE 
SERVICE MANNED BY BILINGUAL AUTHORITIES TRAINED TO ASSIST 
TOURISTS WITH WHATEVER PROBLEMS THEY MAY ENCOUNTER. 

- DEVELOP NATIONAL STANDARDS FOR POLICE HANDLING OF 
TOURIST ARRESTS AND DETENTION. 

- SET STIFF PENALTIES FOR BRIBERY - THE "MORDIDAS" 

SOMETIMES REQUESTED BY POLICE AND OTHER OFFICIALS TO SETTLE 
TOURIST PROBLEMS. 

- ALLOW USE OF CITIZENS BAND RADIOS. (THREE CHANNELS 

ARE TO BE ASSIGNED FOR INFORMATION REQUESTS, EMERGENCIES, 
CONTACT WITH MOTOR VEHICLE CARAVANS AND OTHER NEEDS.) 

- ESTABLISH TRAINING PROGRAMS FOR CUSTOMS OFFICIALS 

TO ELIMINATE HARASSMENT AND REDUCE TOURIST INCONVENIENCE. 
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PROVIDE AAA DIRECT ACCESS TO HIGH-LEVEL MEXICAN 
AUTHORITIES IN ORDER TO HELP RESOLVE SERIOUS TOURIST 
PROBLEMS. 

LOPEZ PORTILLO ALSO APPROVED ESTABLISHMENT OF ATTORN- 
EYS FOR THE DEFENSE OF "THE TOURIST AS A CONSUMER" IN 
MAIOR CITIES AND AT U.S.-MEXICO BORDER TOWNS. 

LOPEZ PORTILLO AND MEXICO'S SECRETARY OF TOURISM 
GUILLERMO ROSSELL DE LA LAMA SAID THAT AAA WOULD BE 
NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY AS EACH OF THE TOURISM PROGRAMS TAKES 
EFFECT SO THAT THE MOTORING AND TRAVEL FEDERATION COULD 
ADVISE ITS 18.5 MILLION MEMBERS AND OTHER AMERICAN TRAVEL- 
ERS. 

AN ESTIMATED 3.3 MILLION AMERICANS WILL TRAVEL INTO 
THE INTERIOR OF MEXICO AND SPEND 1.95 BILLION DOLLARS THIS 
YEAR, AAA SAID. MILLIONS MORE WILL VISIT BORDER TOWNS. 
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MANY WILL PASS THROUGH AAA'S FOUR BORDER OFFICES IN 
BROWNSVILLE, LAREDO AND EL PASO, TEX., AND NOGALES, ARIZ. 

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE STEPS PROPOSED BY ROSSELL DE LA LAMA 
AND ACCEPTED LAST NIGHT BY LOPEZ PORTILLO FOR IMPLEMENTA- 
TION WITHIN TWO WEEKS INCLUDE: 

- "THE ALMOST COMPLETE ELIMINATION" OF CUSTOMS 

INSPECTION AT INTERNATIONAL AIRPORTS AND AT BORDER CROSS- 
INGS BY AUTOMOBILE TRAVELERS, 

- "100 PERCENT STRENGTHENING AND ENLARGEMENT" OF THE 
GREEN ANGEL MOBILE UNITS ASSISTING TOURISTS TRAVELING BY 
CAR ON MAJOR TRAFFIC ARTERIES, ESPECIALLY HIGHWAY 15 
WHICH HAS BEEN THE SCENE OF SERIOUS CRIMES AGAINST TOURISTS 
IN RECENT MONTHS. 
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- MODERNIZATION AND EXPANSION OF AUTO SERVICE BY 
GASOLINE STATIONS ON PRINCIPAL HIGHWAYS THROUGHOUT THE 
COUNTRY. 

- OPENING OF ADDITIONAL AIRPORTS TO GENERAL AVIATION. 

- MAKING TOURIST CARDS REQUIRED FOR ENTRY INTO MEXICO 
WIDELY AVAILABLE THROUGH AAA AND OTHER TRAVEL ORGANIZATIONS. 

CREAL SAID THAT IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS THERE HAS BEEN 
A CLIMATE OF UNCERTAINTY AND APPREHENSION AMONG AMERICAN 
TOURISTS THINKING ABOUT DRIVING INTO MEXICO. "WE HOPE 
THAT WHEN PRESIDENT LOPEZ PORTILLO S COMMITMENT BECOMES A 
REALITY, THE MISGIVINGS WILL DISAPPEAR," CREAL SAID. 

THE MEETING BETWEEN LOPEZ PORTILLO AND THE AAA 
PRESIDENT EVOLVED FROM A DECEMBER LETTER CREAL WROTE TO 
THE MEXICAN PRESIDENT ASKING HIM TO "DO ALL THAT YOU CAN 

TO ELIMINATE (TOURISM HAZARDS) AND MAKE TRAVEL INTO 
MEXICO THE REWARDING CULTURAL EXPERIENCE THAT IT SHOULD 
BE." END QUOTE. 

VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SAFETY, PRESS RELEASES, TOURISTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 24-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE041602 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: SCS:AAGISE:SAS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770065-1099 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977021 2/aaaaaksm. tel 

Line Count: 163 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 1359c1bf-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SCSE 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04-0ct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3238235 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: AAA NEWS RELEASE RE TOURIST SAFETY FOR YOUR INFORMATION THERE IS TRANSMITTED BELOW TEXT OF AAA NEWS 

RELEASE. DEPARTMENTYS COMMENTS FOLLOW IN 

TAGS: CASC, SOPN. ETRD 

To: MEXICO GUADALAJARA MULTIPLE 

Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 359c1 bf-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



